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the people of Bardoli are like ants, the latter is like an elephant;
but it is when the satyagrahi becomes like an ant that God saves
him, as He saves the ant which is about to be crushed under the
elephant's foot. This is what has happened in Bardoli.
Let us proceed after thus expressing our thankfulness to God.
No settlement could have been brought about had His Excel-
lency the Governor not chosen to do so. Having disregarded his
own strongly-worded speech, he adopted a conciliatory policy and
conceded the demands of the satyagrahis. He deserves to be
complimented for this.
However, the settlement would have been impossible had
Vallabhbhai Patel not acted in such a large-hearted manner. The
game was in his hands. He waived his right to insist upon
an inquiry -into the high-handed policy that had been
adopted at the time of the collection of land revenue. He could
have taken up a legalistic attitude on other minor matters, but he
refrained from doing so. However, his greatest sacrifice was the
one which involved his ignoring his own position. He completely
left himself out of consideration. To this very day, Vallabhbhai
has not been officially informed of the settlement that has been
arrived at. He has learnt about it only through letters from
friends and from the reports in newspapers. However, he is con-
cerned with the essence of the thing and not with how it is
done, hence he can be indifferent about prestige. A satyagrahi
does not require any personal recognition or, if in certain cases
he seems to lay stress on such recognition, it is for the sake of the
people's honour. Hence, just as there could have been no struggle
without Shri Vallabhbhai Patel, similarly, no solution would have
been possible without his consent.
In the third place, the credit certainly goes to the men and
women of Bardoli. Without their courage and their fortitude, the
struggle would not have gathered momentum and would not
have had a happy end.
It is not the case that others do not deserve to be compli-
mented. It is not the purpose of this article to compliment those who
deserve to be complimented. Compliments have been offered to
all from various quarters. If the principal actors have been men-
tioned, that has a bearing on my purpose in this article.
That purpose is to consider the foture. Victory would be
futile if in order to celebrate it we eat sweets and then rest com-
fortably, and the people would revert to their previous habits.
And while considering the future, we must bear in mind the Gov-
ernor, Vallabhbhai Patel and the people of Bardoli.